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INTRODUCTION

ÅCHOC ςChildhood Cancer Foundation of 
South Africa

ÅCHOC provides psychosocial, practical 
support, transport, accommodation to 
children and families affected by cancer and 
life-threatening blood disorders.



HISTORY
ÅCHOC volunteer imported the bereavement service from 

the UK. She felt it would be beneficial to the families 
here.

ÅFirst bereavement service was held on the last Sunday of 
November 1993 by a volunteer and 2 bereaved mothers 
in a remembrance garden at a 
school.

ÅThe First service attended by 20 
people.



AIMS OF SERVICE
ÅNon denominational 

service to celebrate their 
children's lives.
ÅBrings together families 

experiencing a similar loss. 
ÅLǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ 

service available to the 
grieving families.
Å!ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

life but also the families 
connectedness within the 
grieving process.



OVER THE YEARS

ÅThere are now approximately 230 families 
who attend the service.



CURRENTLY

ÅThe committee of 1 volunteer and 2 bereaved 
moms has also expanded. It now consists of

* 5 bereaved moms

* A sibling

* Volunteer 

* 2 social workers



FORMAT OF CURRENT SERVICE

ÅPiano music by volunteer.

ÅLighting of the remembrance 

candle.



ÅFollowed by siblings lighting candles along the 
stage.

ÅDoctors messages and non 

denominational ministers 

message.



ÅIn-between tribute songs.

ÅPhoto montage.



ÅLighting of individual candles.



ÅWriting messages and pebble tribute.


